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Concord’s 85th Anniversary Dinner, 
jointly hosted by the Concordians and 
Concord Hospital at The Concord 
Club, was a sold-out celebration filled 
with warmth, nostalgia and pride.

Former and current colleagues 
gathered to honour the hospital’s 
remarkable legacy of care and service, 
creating an atmosphere of excitement 
and camaraderie throughout the 
evening. Distinguished guests 
included Karen Crawshaw, Chair 
of the SLHD Board, Deputy Chair 
Professor Mary Haines, and City of 
Canada Bay Mayor Michael Megna.

An Evening of Reflection and 
Celebration
A moving video presentation 
highlighting Concord Hospital’s 85 
years of service set the tone for the 
evening, reminding guests of the 
hospital’s enduring contribution to the 
community.

One of the evening’s highlights 
was a heartfelt address by guest 
speaker, the Hon Dr Hayley Bennett 
SC, Judge of the NSW Supreme 
Court. Dr Bennett shared her 
inspiring journey from her early 
career as a clinical and research 
neuropsychologist at Concord 
Hospital to becoming a lawyer, 

barrister and, in July 2025, a Judge 
of the NSW Supreme Court.

She also paid tribute to her late 
husband, eminent geriatrician 
Professor Tony Broe, whose long 
association with Concord Hospital 
left a lasting impact on colleagues 
and patients alike.

Stories of Courage and Gratitude
Adding further poignancy to the 
evening were moving reflections 
from two former burns patients who 
spoke with deep gratitude about the 
exceptional care they received at 
Concord Hospital.

Both patients were victims of the 
devastating White Island volcano 
eruption in New Zealand and 
were airlifted to Concord for 
specialist treatment and ongoing 
care. Their personal accounts of 
recovery, resilience and compassion 
were a powerful reminder of the 
extraordinary skill and dedication 
of Concord’s medical, nursing and 
allied health teams.

Their heartfelt words left a 
lasting impression on guests and 
highlighted the profound impact 
Concord Hospital continues to have 
on patients and families, both locally 
and internationally.

Music, Memories and Milestones
Guests were taken on a nostalgic 
journey by acclaimed tenor Warren 
Fisher, fondly remembered for his 
performances at Opera at Rivendell, 
a much-loved program that ran 
successfully for 13 years.

The celebration reached its peak 
as guests joined together to sing 
“Happy Birthday to Concord” while 
the anniversary cake was ceremonially 
rolled into the room. Deb Wilcox, 
CE of SLHD, together with Anthony 
Dombkins and John Cullen, 
performed the cake-cutting honours. 
The celebratory cake was generously 
donated by The Atrium.

Supporting the Future  
of Patient Care
In keeping with the spirit of giving that 
has long defined the Concordians, 
the evening also provided an 
opportunity to support the hospital’s 
future. Before the conclusion of the 
celebrations, the Concordians proudly 
presented a donation of $10,000 to 
the Cardiology Department.

Guests also received a 
commemorative bottle of wine from 
Tintilla Estate, specially labelled 
for the anniversary celebration and 
generously sponsored by the Medical 
Staff Council.
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Celebrating 85 Years of Care, 
Community and Connection
Concord’s Milestone Anniversary Dinner a Memorable Success

Please visit website www.theconcordians.com under gallery for more dinner photos.
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A New Chapter Begins
The Annual General Meeting of the Concordians was 
held on 15 May prior to the anniversary dinner, marking 
an important transition for the association.

The outgoing committee formally stood down and 
elections were conducted for a newly appointed 
committee, commencing a three-year term under the 
Concordians’ new constitution.

Reflecting on Three Years of Achievement
In his final report as President, John Cullen reflected on 
several significant accomplishments achieved during the 
committee’s term, including:

•	� Establishment of the EM Lane Concordians Museum

•	� Development of a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Concordians and Concord Hospital 
regarding the Museum

•	� Introduction of a new constitution

•	� Continued growth in Concordians membership

•	� Implementation of electronic invoicing and a 
membership database system

Incoming Concordians Committee

New Patron: Jan Bell

Office Bearers 
President — Professor Meng Ngu OAM

Vice President — Professor Len Kritharides

Secretary — Alice Kang OAM

Treasurer — Professor David Le Couteur AO

Three new Committee Members 
•	 Mariane Cummins

•	 Neil Winter

•	 Trish Howard

The Concordians extend their sincere thanks to the 
outgoing committee members for their dedication and 
to Margaret Sanger for her many years of patronage.

Concordians AGM

DR PETER LAWRENCE
Dr Peter Lawrence, 
former ICU Director 
at Concord 
Repatriation 
General Hospital, 
passed away on 
23 January 2026 
after a long illness. 
A respected 
intensivist, mentor 
and advocate 
for patients, Dr 
Lawrence served at 

Concord from 1981 and played a significant role 
in the development of intensive care services at 
the hospital. His clinical interests included severe 
respiratory failure and burn injury management, 
and he was widely recognised for his expertise 
and compassionate approach to patient care. Dr 
Lawrence is remembered fondly by colleagues 
and friends across the Concord community and 
is survived by his wife Mary, sons James and 
Chad, and six grandchildren.

JOHN SZASZ
Dr John Julius Geza Szasz (28 November 1940 – March 2026) was 
a much-loved member of the Concord Hospital community and a 
respected leader in the field of ENT.

Raised in St John’s Park, Sydney, John studied medicine at the 
University of Sydney before beginning his career at Eastern 
Suburbs Hospital. He later travelled to the United Kingdom with 
his wife, Kitty, where he undertook specialist training in ENT, 
gaining valuable experience across several hospitals.

Returning to Australia in 1972, John commenced what would 
become a distinguished career at Concord Hospital. Over more 
than three decades, he progressed from registrar to Head of the 
ENT Department, a role he assumed in 1983. He also practised 
at Balmoral Navy Hospital and in Mount Druitt, though Concord 
remained his professional home.

A passionate clinician and educator, John contributed widely to 
his specialty, including attending international conferences and 
authoring *The Practical Companion to Clinical ENT*, illustrated 
with contributions from his son, Glyn.

Following his retirement in 2003, John remained dedicated to 
the profession, serving as ENT Consultant Emeritus and Honorary 
Visiting Medical Officer, and continued to teach students and 
residents until 2017.

VALE
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Honouring Generations of 
Nursing Excellence
The EM Lane Concordians Museum 
proudly joined in celebrations for 
International Nurses’ Day with a 
special exhibition in the Atrium 
showcasing the history and evolution 
of nursing at Concord. The display 
featured nurses’ uniforms spanning 
several decades, alongside portraits 
of former(Matrons) Directors of 
Nursing from Miss Hope Croll through 
to Sharne Hogan, highlighting the 
remarkable contribution of nursing 
leadership across generations.

A Quilt Rich in History and 
Tribute
A particularly moving feature of the 
exhibition is a beautifully handcrafted 
quilt created by Pam and Chris 
Bellhouse from Mudgee. Currently 
on loan to the Museum, the quilt 
pays tribute to Australian nurses 
who served in various theatres of 
war. Its intricate detail reflects the 
extraordinary care, dedication and 
many painstaking hours invested in its 
creation, making it both a work of art 
and a meaningful historical tribute.

Concordians Museum 
Preservation Project
The Concordians were pleased 
to support a Preservation Needs 
Assessment (PNA) of the E.M. 
Lane Concordians’ Museum, 
undertaken by One Conservation 
and funded through a National 
Library of Australia Community 
Heritage Grant.

Completed earlier this year, 
the assessment reviewed 
our significant medical and 
nursing collection, identifying 
practical steps to safeguard its 
long-term care. These include 
strengthening collection 
management practices, 
improving storage and display 
conditions, and accessing 
specialist conservation guidance.

This important initiative ensures 
that the rich history and heritage 
of the Museum collection, will be 
preserved for future generations.

Following the 2025 Significance 
Assessment, further work 
was undertaken by Dr Fiona 
Starr to formalise collection 
management at the EM Lane 
Concordians’ Museum. Key 
achievements included new 
documentation templates, 
a tailored collections policy, 
creation of digital records in 
e-Hive, and volunteer training- 
laying a strong foundation for 
improved preservation and 
public accessibility.

International Nurses’ Day
Museum 
Update

STORIES FROM OUR MUSEUM COLLECTION

If you would like to 
be a volunteer at the 
Museum contact us at  
theconcordians@
outlook.com  
OR visit www.
theconcordians.com

The oldest complete uniform in the 
EM Lane Concordians collection is a 
World War I-era Queen 
Alexandra’s Imperial Military 
Nursing Service Reserve 
(QAIMNSR) uniform worn by 
Scottish nurse Sister Helen 
Ross (1892–after 1995). 
The uniform includes 
a wool skirt and jacket, 
ward dress, veils, aprons, 
collars, cuffs, hatband and 
epaulettes, many marked 
with Ross’s name.

Research revealed that 
Ross trained in Scotland 
before joining the 
British Army nursing 
service in February 
1918. She served at Fargo Military 
Hospital on Salisbury Plain, England, 
where she cared for wounded soldiers, 
including Australian Lieutenant 

George Duncan Black. The pair 
married in 1919 after the war and 

later settled in Australia.

The uniform is 
particularly significant 

because it is the 
collection’s only non-
Australian nursing uniform 
and represents the model 

from which the Australian 
Army Nursing Service 
uniform was developed. A 
portrait photograph of Ross 
wearing the uniform also 
survives in the collection, 
providing exceptional 
provenance.

Internationally, complete 
QAIMNSR uniforms are rare, with 
only a handful of comparable 
examples held by major museums in 
the United Kingdom.

Rare Museum Collection - WWI Nursing Uniform 
with a Remarkable Story
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