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Before dinner, many former 
Concordians who hadn’t yet seen 
the new museum were delighted to 
take a guided tour of the EM Lane 
Concordians Museum. Dedicated 
stalwarts such as Jan Bell, a museum 
volunteer, relished the cha nce to 
share stories from the collection 
and the hospital’s early history – 
including fascinating reflections on 
her own time in Vietnam.

Guests then enjoyed a delicious 
Asian-inspired buffet, which was 
thoroughly appreciated by all. 
Hospital General Manager Anthony 
Dombkins was a wonderful host, 
ensuring everyone felt welcome – 
and that no glass was left empty.

The evening was made even more 
special with the presence of Sue 
Liew, the inaugural President of 
Concordians, and Arthur Streeter, 
who joined us with their extended 
family visiting from Malaysia. Their 
generous contribution of wine and 
chocolates for the lucky door prizes 
was greatly appreciated by everyone.

Guest speaker Stewart Condon 
captivated the audience with 
stories from his time working with 
Médecins Sans Frontières. His 
insight into the challenges and 
realities of humanitarian work left 
us both enthralled and deeply 
reflective, reminding us how 
fortunate we are to live in Australia. 
Stewart’s remarkable journey to 
the upper ranks of the organisation 

inspired admiration from all in 
attendance.

Following the presentation, the fun 
continued with a Concordians quiz 
that had everyone guessing the 
identities of “young Concordians” 
shown on screen. Clues were 
offered to tease out the answers, 
though one photo left the room 
completely stumped – a never-
before-seen image of a very young 
Louis Fayd’herbe sporting short 
football shorts! The table of nurses 
emerged victorious, taking home 
a lovely hamper—though we 
suspect they may have had a little 
help. General Manager Anthony 
Dombkins and Chief Executive Deb 
Wilcox joined in the laughter and 
good spirits that filled the room.
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An Evening of Memories, 
Laughter and Connection: 
Concordians November Dinner
The Concordians November Dinner was another wonderfully warm gathering of past and present 
colleagues, providing the perfect opportunity to reconnect and enjoy an evening together.

Our next Concordians Dinner 
and AGM is scheduled for  
15 May 2026. More details 
will be shared soon – we look 
forward to seeing you there.

SAVE THE DATE
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We are delighted to announce that 
the National Library of Australia 
has generously awarded us another 
grant. This funding will enable the 
museum to engage a Preservation 
Needs Assessor to guide us in 
the care and preservation of our 
collection. We are pleased to 
welcome Karina Acton, a specialist 
in this field, who will provide her 
expertise and support.

Although our collection has been 
cherished for decades, we have not 
always been fully aware of the best 
storage practices or the true value of 
its items. Having expert guidance will 
provide invaluable insights and shed 
new light on our precious collection.

The Museum is also thrilled to 
welcome back Fiona Starr in 
February. Thanks to funding from 
the Concordians, Fiona will assist the 
Museum and support our volunteers 
in migrating our collection onto 
eHive, a powerful online platform 
for cataloguing museum collections. 
Dr. Starr will also help our volunteers 
develop key policies, particularly 
those relating to collections.

We look forward to the exciting 
developments ahead and the 
opportunity to ensure our collection 
is preserved and accessible for 
generations to come.

Visitors to the museum

It has been six months since 
the opening of the EM Lane 

Concordians Museum (excluding 
the December–January closure), 
and we are delighted to share some 
encouraging news. During this 
period, the museum has welcomed 
more than 1,000 visitors, including 
members of the local community, 
college students, and hospital 
visitors – excellent numbers for 
a small museum. We have also 
been pleased to host a number of 
international visitors.

One particularly special visit was 
from former Concordian Jamaliah 
Non, who completed her nurse 
training at Concord (Group 123). 
Returning to Sydney from Malaysia, 
Jamaliah requested a nostalgic tour 
of the hospital, reflecting fondly 
on her training years. She went 
on to have a distinguished career, 
becoming Director of Nursing at a 
Malaysian hospital before retiring.

Jamaliah is pictured with her 
daughter, a medical officer 
specialising in emergency medicine, 
and Helen Schmidt, who trained with 
her at Concord.

Museum Update

PATRICIA BARNES
We are 
sad to 
receive 
the news 
on the 
passing 
of Patricia 
Barnes 
in 2025. 

Pat as she was fondly known, 
was an Administrative Officer 
( Ward Secretary in the early 
days!) for many decades and 
was on the inaugural committee 
of the Concordians with Dr Sue 
Liew, serving as Treasurer. Both 
Pat and her husband Allan were 
regulars at Concordian events. 
Pat treasured the camaraderie 
of the Concordians according to 
Allan and she will be missed by 
all who have worked with her.

MEMORIES OF 
MICHAEL GUINESS 
1936- 2025
Mike and I both graduated in 
medicine from Sydney University in 
1965.  There were 288 in our year 
and as we were attached to different 
hospitals as students I did not get to 
know Mike as an undergraduate.  

Mike joined me in the pathology 
training program at Concord Hospital in 
1968. Mike and I both completed our 5 
years training in general pathology and 
then chose a subspecialty.  In Mike’s 
case he chose microbiology and 
during most of the 1970’s he was the 
Director of Microbiology at Concord 
Hospital.  During his 12 years at 
Concord I came to know Mike very 
well, both professionally and socially. 
Our young families were of similar 
ages and we lived nearby.

To me Mike was a commanding 
figure both physically and in 

personality.  He always chose his 
words carefully and spoke with 
conviction.  He was a self-confessed 
‘big picture’ person who had a great 
ability to get his message across and 
to see things in their broader context.  
These communication skills allowed 
him to be a very effective teacher.  
In recognition of that skill and for 
his scientific contributions Mike was 
made an associate professor. 

I recall many years ago after Mike 
had given a talk at Concord’s Annual 
Clinical Week the late Professor 
Ruthven Blackburn commented to 
me that “Mike could have been a 
preacher”.  I think he had a point.

I know Mike always cherished his 
time at Concord Hospital.  He was 
a member of the Concordians and 
was a guest speaker at one of the 
dinners.

Mike will be remembered for his 
contributions to medicine, to his 
Family and to his church.

VALE

by Ron Newland
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Connelly was born in Birkenhead, 
England in 1882. Having already 
served in the First World War, he was 
fifty-nine when he enlisted in January 
1941. Records from both conflicts, 
depict a ‘colourful’ character, who 
had frequent engagements with 
both military and hospital authorities. 
Indeed, it is questionable, whether the 
1941 recruiters, with knowledge of his 
previous records, would have enlisted 
him.

In August 1915, the then 31-year-
old labourer was sent to Egypt with 
the 20th Battalion, 1st AIF. Not long 
arrived, Connolly was admitted to 
the 1st A.G.H. in Cairo, suffering 
from lumbago in December, and 
then in January, with ‘mild’ hysteria. 
Between hospital visits, he was given 
21days field punishment for creating a 
disturbance in a local village.

In further admission in June, Connolly 
was diagnosed with epilepsy, caused 
by an old head injury. Assessed as 
‘Medically Unfit,’ he was returned to 
Australia, managing again to attract 
the ire of authorities, with another 
charge during the voyage home. He 
was discharged from the Army in 
August 1916. 

Returning to his old ways in the 
second conflict, the now Acting 
Corporal Connelly, was charged with 
drunkenness in September 1941, 
and ‘Reduced to Ranks’. Between 
September through to January 1942, 
he had a further admission with 
fractured ribs, but was unsure how 
or when the injury occurred. Another 
two alcohol-related incident (four 
charges) occurred in this period. 
In April 1942, James Connelly was 
again discharged from the army, as 
being medically unfit.

Sister Sheila Eileen 
Moyes (nee Hope) 
was born in Lane 
Cove in 1915, 
training at Prince 
Henry Hospital 
and graduating 
in 1940, she joined 
the army in March 1941, ‘Taken 
on Strength, and detached to the 
113th AGH. Admitted three times 
at a patient, she left the hospital 
in October. She was reattached to 
the 113th, before being sent to 
the 1st AGH in Gaza, Palestine in 
December. During her time in country 
Sheila worked between the 1st, 2nd 
and 7th AGHs, with many of her 
Concord contemporaries. Returning 
to Australia in late 1942, she married 
Private Roy Moyes, and left the army 
in July 1943, managing another stay 
at the 113th earlier that year suffering 
from cholecystitis.

The prestigious architecture prize, the Sir 
John Sulman Medal, also known as the 
Sulman Award, recognises excellence in 
public architecture in New South Wales. 
It was awarded to architects Stephenson 
& Turner in 1946 for their work on 
Repatriation General Hospital Concord

The medal is named after the architect 
John Sulman, who was born in Kent, 
England, in 1849. Following his training 
and architectural work in England, he 
arrived in Sydney with his first wife, Sarah, 
in 1885, where he set up his practice. 

Some of his notable commissions were 
The Armidale School (1889), Women’s 
College at the University of Sydney (1890-
94), Presbyterian churches at Woollahra 
(1889), Manly (1889-92) and Randwick 
(1890), as well as a number of buildings in 
both Brisbane and Melbourne.

He lectured at the University of Sydney, 
and developed an interest in town 
planning, which led him to contribute 
plans for the development of the 
city centre business district, Civic, in 
Canberra. Many of his proposals are 
also evident in Sydney:  the extension 
of Martin Place, the location of Circular 
Quay railway station and the widening 
of Elizabeth, Oxford and William streets 
(with a tunnel under King’s Cross).

Concord connection

John Sulman was also responsible 
for designing the Thomas Walker 
Convalescent Hospital complex at 
nearby Rivendell, the cottages on the 
Yaralla Estate and the additions to Yaralla 
House. This work provides an interesting 
link with Concord Hospital, as the 
hospital is built on land that was once 
part of the Yaralla estate.

Another connection with Yaralla is 
that after the death of his first wife, 
John Sulman married Annie Elizabeth 
Masefield.  Annie had been born and 
raised in Sydney, and her family knew 
Thomas Walker. Following the death of her 
parents when she was 7 years old, Annie 
came to live with the Walkers and was 
later adopted by Thomas Walker’s sister, 
Johanna, becoming a companion for his 
daughter, Eadith, whose own mother had 
died when she was 9 years old.

He was knighted for his extensive work 
as an architect in 1924. Sir John Sulman 
died in 1934.

Private James Connelly: 
Concord’s First Patient

Sulman Medal
The Sunday Telegraph’s photograph from the 7th of March 1941, 
depicts a straight-faced Private Connelly lying in bed in his new 
hospital pyjamas, having his pulse taken by a young nurse.

STORIES FROM OUR MUSEUM COLLECTION by Neil Harris

by Menna Davies

If you would like to be a volunteer  
at the Museum contact us at  
theconcordians@outlook.com OR  
visit www.theconcordians.com

mailto:theconcordians%40outlook.com?subject=Volunteer
https://www.theconcordians.com/
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Celebrating National 
Recognition

Clinical Associate 
Professor Thomas 
Gottlieb AO

Clinical Associate 
Professor Thomas 
Gottlieb, Head of the 
Department of Infectious 
Diseases and Microbiology 
at Concord Hospital, was 
appointed an Officer of 
the Order of Australia (AO) 
in the 2025 Australia Day 
Honours.

This highly respected 
national honour recognises 
his “distinguished 
service to medicine as 
an infectious disease and 
microbiology specialist, 
author and researcher, 
and to professional 
organisations.” His 
leadership, expertise, and 
dedication continue to 
have a profound impact 
on patient care, research, 
and professional practice 
both locally and nationally.

Concordians Acknowledged – A Year 
of Excellence
2025 has been a remarkable year for recognising the dedication, service, and achievements 
of our Concord community. It is a privilege to celebrate the extraordinary contributions of 
our Concordians whose commitment continues to shape and strengthen our hospital.

Alice Kang OAM and Robert Robinson

Concord Hospital’s highest accolade, 
the Pride of Concord Award, was 
proudly presented to two long-serving 
Concordians, Alice Kang OAM and 
Robert Robinson, at a special event in 
December 2025.

The awards were presented by General 
Manager Anthony Dombkins, alongside 
Chief Executive Deb Wilcox and SLHD 
Chair Karen Crawshaw, in the presence of 
colleagues and friends.

Alice was recognised for her ongoing 
commitment to Concord Hospital 
following her retirement, particularly 
through her work with the Concordians, 
Museum and the veteran community. 
Rob was honoured for his exceptional 
dedication and outstanding service  
within the Engineering Department.

Together, Alice and Rob represent more 
than 90 years of service to Concord 
Hospital – 48 years and 47 years 
respectively.

Honouring  
Long Service
The Pride of Concord 
event also recognised 
staff members who 
reached significant 
service milestones and 
were presented with 
Long Service Medals, 
acknowledging 
decades of dedication 
to the Public Health 
System.

Special recognition was given to:
Associate Professor Meng Ngu – an 
extraordinary 50 years of service

Professor John Yiannikas – another 
extraordinary 50 years of service

Associate Professor Lloyd Ridley our 
Concordians Treasurer 35 + years

Congratulations to all  other staff members 
who were awarded service pins. Their 
continued commitment and passion are at 
the heart of what makes Concord such a 
special place to work and care.

Pride of Concord Award

Volunteer of the Year at the 2025 NSW Health Awards
Congratulations to Concordian member Dr Diane McPhail who was presented with the 2025 NSW Volunteer of the 
Year Award. Diane was a volunteer and Consumer Representative at the hospital for a number of years. 

Associate Professor Meng Ngu


