VALE PROF PETER KENNEDY am, FRACS, MDS, MB, BS.

Peter was a dentist with a post
graduate Master of Dental Surgery.
The opportunity to do medicine
presented itself in the late 60%.
Following his graduation, the door
to Concord Hospital opened. That
was a perfect example of "Cometh
the hour, Cometh the man®. The
hospital needed a Head and Neck
sarvice, and Peter was the ane to
establish that facility which unified

his surgical and dental skills and was
of great import to our old soldiers
whose war time sun exposure
provided a steady stream of surgical

pathology.

But there came a time when

such complex surgery became
overwhelming, so he hung up his
scalpel and retired. It was the
shortest retirement as the following
day the then General Manager of the
hospital telephoned Peter imploring
him to return as a VMO in Burns.
And so, another chapter began.
Peter joined the team looking after
patients who became household
names such as Turia, Sophie and
(Gabby, patients with Steven Johnson
syndrome, or meningococcal disease
and all those patients who did not
become household names injured
by fire, hot materials, mator vehicle
accidents, warfare etc. and those

who were injured because they
were either victims or perpetrators
or those who were just plain silly.
With this came the requirement

for continuing education, so his
presentations at conferences and
meetings became fixtures on our
calendar. The John Boswick Wound
Symposium held annually in Maui
provided a forum for Peter and his
colleagues to let the international
burn community know that Australia
was a formidable force in modern
burn injury management.

Peter was a legend when it came

to research, teaching, mentoring,
learning, caring, and stepping

up when needed. The later was
exemplified in 2002 when the Bali
Bombing occurred. His contribution
to the life of Concord Hospital was
invaluable = he will be sorely missed.



