
 

 
patient deserved the very best care. To some, he came across as stern and serious, but it was clear to those who 
knew him, that his intensity came from a deep, unwavering commitment to do what is best for his patients. He 
was a teacher, mentor and motivator and pushed his team – many of us here are better surgeons and caregivers 
because of his influence and example. 
But Hugh was not without his quirks – we will fondly remember his unique habit, that when pointing out particular 
features on mammograms, or during surgery, he often did this, not with his index or pointer finger, but with his 
thumb! He was probably not even aware of this distinctive action, although, amongst some of his colleagues the 
term “atomic thumb” will rekindle 
warm memories of Hugh. 


