
Siri Kannangara AM, an esteemed, well-loved Concordian passed away 

7th June 2024. 

Siri had a 47-year association with Concord RGH starting as a VMO in 

1977 when we were part of The Department of Veterans Affairs.  Owen 

Curteis, one of our most active members was General Superintendent 

at the time remembers appointing Siri to the staff on recommendation 

of the late Brian Corrigan, then head of Rheumatology.  Siri was very 

much part of life in Concord as a clinician, teacher, mentor and for a 

significant period head of department of Rheumatology.  He was 

instrumental in setting up the Sports Medicine Institute at Concord and 

brought many high-profile sporting identities into contact with CRGH. 

Many current or former colleagues will also remember his kindness in 

giving personal advice whether it be a sporting injury, back pain or 

frozen shoulder. He was an active member of the University of Sydney 

Clinical School as Clinical Associate Professor and was made Emeritus 

Consultant upon his retirement from Concord Hospital. 

While he had an outstanding career at Concord, Siri developed a stellar 

presence nationally and internationally in the field of sports medicine.  

Siri’s involvement with Australian soccer began soon after his arrival in 

Australia in 1977, initially with the youth teams but soon made his mark 

with the Socceroos. His contribution went beyond looking after team 

members on national and international tours. He was the first 

Australian to serve as member of the FIFA Medical Committee and was 

inducted into the Football Australia Hall of Fame in 2002.  Alan 

Davidson, former Socceroo captain paid heartfelt tribute to Siri as 

doctor, mentor and friend to many footballers.  

Most of our members would know that Siri was heavily involved as a 

senior medical consultant with international cricket (World Series 

Cricket, Sri Lankan National Cricket Team etc) and had been a confidant 



to many in the cricketing fraternity including international celebrities.  

As a mark of respect, former Australian cricket captain, Ian Chapell 

personally attended and spoke glowingly of Siri at the funeral service on 

20th June. 

Siri made significant contribution to other sports including hockey and 

netball.  He was physician and medical consultant to the Australian 

Olympic teams at Barcelona, Atlanta and Sydney Olympic games.  He 

had the honour of participating in the relay of the Olympic torch for the 

Sydney Olympics.  He was made a member (AM) in the General Division 

of the Order of Australia in 2013 for significant service to medicine, 

particularly in the field of sports medicine and rheumatology. 

For all his achievements as a proud Australian, Siri remained a humble 

human being and always remembered his origin from a poor village in 

Sri Lanka.  He was a major figure in the Sri Lankan community.  There 

had been many tributes from the Sri Lankan community who are 

justifiably proud of his achievements but also appreciative of his 

kindness and the care he provided as a physician. All Concordians would 

join with them in mourning his passing but at the same time celebrate 

the life of a remarkable man.   


