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Peter was born into a medical family in Sydney, the second child of Cyril and Marjorie His
early life was punctuated by the start of the Second World War and he remembered the
explosions in the harbour aimed at the mini submarines that had breached the defences.

He was a boarder at St Ignatius Riverview and enrolled in Medicine in 1954. He was fully
involved in university life, mixed up in protests, taking part in the University Revues, and
often frequented Manning House in pursuit of a young lady. Joanna Windeyer was doing
science and they were married after he graduated and completed his residency in 1961.

Peter was a student at Sydney Hospital and an entry in the Senior Year Book noted that he
was tall, stylish, good-natured and friendly and that he had the no-nonsense manner of a
senior surgeon. How right they were , everyone who had the privilege of knowing Peter
termed him the “gentle giant “but not only because of his stature.

Surgery was his calling and he and Joanna decided that they would go to England to
commence his surgical training. He trained in Newcastle upon Tyne with Professor John
Swinney who was something of a legend in Urology in England at the time.

After nearly 6 years Joanna and Peter decided to come home as they already had a daughter
Katie, their first child. After a short stint at Sydney Hospital he was appointed as a Senior
Registrar at Repatriation General Hospital at Concord. He then took on the position of Staff
Specialist and became Head of Urology at Concord, a position he held for almost 30 years.

The hospital was a teaching hospital with a small number of students at the time and under
Peter’s guidance became a much sought after accredited hospital for those on the Urological
training scheme. Peter was a natural teacher in fact almost all those who had the benefit of
working with him described him as an excellent tutor but moreover a friend. He ran a weekly
course for registrars on a Saturday and is fondly remembered by all who attended. The
legendary Thursday evening uro-radiology meetings were often attended by Urology trainees
from all over Sydney. For many years every single urologist in NSW had been trained by
Peter at Concord. He was involved in various leadership roles in the Hospital, having served
as Chair of the Medical Staff Council and Staff Specialist Committee to name a few.

In 1989 he was elected to the Presidency of the Urological Society that he served with
distinction. He made what was thought at the time a brave decision to hold the Annual
Scientific Meeting in Darwin and Kakadu. The meeting was the first of its kind in the
Northern Territory and despite all the problems with logistics was an outstanding success.

In 1984 he was appointed an examiner in Urology and Chief Examiner in 1991. The same
year he was appointed as Councillor to the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. His
reputation as an examiner was that he was very fair and the candidates for fellowship were
not disturbed by his deep penetrating voice which in fact seemed to put them at ease.

He richly deserved the Urological Society bestowing on him the honour of Fellow in

1995.0n receiving the award all he could say was “I love this Society”. He retired from
Concord in 2004.



Peter was devoted to his family, three children Katie, Vicki and Ritchie and six
grandchildren. He was a junior member at Royal Sydney Golf Club in 1954 and very much
enjoyed the game at Rose Bay and also in Bowral after his retirement. However he was
known to say “you should not worry about the handicap’’. He was an avid photographer and
had an enormous collection of slides both medical and of the family.

Peter shaped the face of NSW Urology and the culture of collegiality, excellence in training
and support for trainees he established in the Urology Department persists to this day.

We will miss him dearly.



