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Dr Brian Pollard commenced at Concord Repatriation General Hospital in 1973 as senior
specialist in charge of anaesthesia and in 1974 was elected president of the Australian Society
of Anaesthetists. In 1977 Brian was appointed Consultant in Anaesthesia of the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs.

Whilst an excellent anaesthetist, it was in the field of Palliative Care that Brian made pioneering
work in Australia after meeting Dame Cicely Saunders, founder of modern palliative care, in
1980 at St Christopher’s UK. On his return from UK, Brian began to look closely at the ways in
which the hospital treated dying patients. He noted that it was absolutely different and
comparatively primitive, and that the words “palliative care” were foreign to his colleagues.

Determined to pursue the matter, Brian convinced the Department of Veterans Affairs of the
need for a palliative care service at Concord. In 1982 he founded the first full time palliative care
service at Concord Hospital which he directed for five years. Brian was the driving force in the
development of the new medical specialty in its formative years in NSW and including the
founding and development of its professional body, the Palliative Care Association of New
South Wales.

As Brian eloquently put it, “Palliative care seeks neither to prolong life nor to shorten it
artificially. It respects life, holding that, when death is inevitable, the provision of comfort is the
prime responsibility.”

Brian has published numerous papers on palliative care and is a strong advocate against
voluntary euthanasia, penning many opinion pieces and appearing before the 1997 Senate
Inquiry on behalf of Euthanasia NO group.

Brian has also authored a number of books which include The Challenge of Euthanasia (Little
Hill Press, 1994) and Euthanasia: should we kill the dying?

Brian Pollard retired from Concord in 1987 but continued to be heavily involved in palliative care
and discussions on euthanasia for many years.



